The Price of Darkness is Infinite

Being the text of a speech delivered by Dr. Goodluck Jond®afR),
the President and CommandefChief of the Armed Forces
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, during the Public Presentation
of the Roadmap for the Nigerian Power Sector Reform
held at the Zinnia Hall of Eko Hotel & Suites,
Lagos, on August 26, 2010

President Jonathan: Launching the Nigerian Power Reform Roadmap

We are today gathered here in Lagos, the commercial capital of our natiotyhorsaminal

event: to | aun c lelectric poweArdasmap and fiooduetivelyemgége

with key stakeholders of the economy in a focused discaurseir plans to effectively

tackle the critical challenge of the enormeilesctric power deficit and transforming the

sector into the major drivefNi geri ads economic devel opment g
| have brought along to this session cabinet members and other key functioharies

my government to underscore the seriousness with which our Administratioe ws Ni ger i a

huge infrastructure deficit, with epial focus on the powskector.

My appraisal of the sector over the past few years has revealed that thetfedtors
impede reliable electricity service delivery in Nigeria include the abs#frecsustained and
deliberately deployed long term powdmvelopment strategunderexploitation of our
abundant energy endowment; and the absensigficant reform.

Fortunately, the Obasanjo Administration recognized these challenges anidiatiel
a power reform program that is enshrined in the EsttrPowerSector Reform (EPSR) Act
of 2005, which we are implementing fully. In orderfasttrackthe resolution of all critical
issues pertaining to powergonstituted two committees soon after | assumed office as
President.These ar¢he Presidendl Action Committee on Power, PACRhich | chair, with
the VicePresident as Alternate Chair and the Presidential Task Force on PowerwiihFP
my Special Adviser on Power as Chairman.

The primary objective was to eliminate bureaucratic red tape wraintaininghe
rigorous nature of decision making in Government. The PACP is chargethwith
responsibility of providing leadership and guidance, and to determimgetiezal policy
direction and strategic focus of power reform. The PTFP isriggneroom for dayto-day
planning, and is charged with the responsibilitgle¥eloping and driving forward the Action
Plan for the Nigerian power sectarith achievable targets; especially with reference to the
areas of powegeneration, transmission, diswiiion as well as fueio-power. The Ministry
of Power continues to handle the day to day running and supervisionaffaing of the
MinistryGs relevant agencies.



